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Deal made
before
deadline

Quiet on the set

After General Assembly
passes budget, faculty
could expect a 2.5
percent raise

Strathairn was nominated for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role in 2006
for his portrayal of Edward R. Murrow alongside his co-star, Clooney, in “Good Night
and Good Luck.” Strathairn has more recently appeared in “Lincoln” and “The Bourne
Ultimatum.”
“Working with someone of that caliber was
amazing to watch,” Vanover said.
Vanover and Kent are both JMU (’11) alumni
and started Lurid Pictures during their senior
year. The company was born when Kent, a

JMU faculty could expect raises of
up to 2.5 percent thanks to the General
Assembly’s passage of Virginia’s budget
two days before the deadline.
On Thursday, the House and Senate passed the proposed $95 billion
budget, which had some trade-offs for
Republicans and Democrats. While
it denied Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s call
for greater Medicaid expansion and
upping certain business taxes, it granted raises for state employees, university
faculty, teachers and state police.
The budget will provide a 1.5 percent raise for teachers, a 2 percent
raise for college faculty and a 2 percent raise for remaining state police
and state employees. JMU will also see
an increase of $100,000 to financial aid
funding from the state, and all of these
changes come after numerous campaigns by Virginia21 to keep college
affordable for students.
“We applaud the work of the General

see MOVIE, page 8

see BUDGET, page 4

COURTESY OF WADE VANOVER

Wade Vanover (‘11), a co-producer of “Repeater,” watches as Alex Kent (‘11), director of photography, films a scene. The film stars Oscar nominee David Strathairn, who was
nominated for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role in 2006 for his performance alongside George Clooney in “Good Night and Good Luck” in 2005.

JMU alums produce movie in Harrisonburg starring Oscar nominee David Strathairn
By JULIA NELSON
The Breeze

Last year during Easter weekend, Alex Kent
and Wade Vanover of Lurid Pictures spent two
days surrounded by booming gunfire, wearing
flannels and embodying the essence of masculinity with Oscar nominee David Strathairn.
The product was the Appalachian short film
“Repeater.”
“Once we were all on the same page, I think
David really trusted my vision,” Vanover said.
Kent and Vanover released “Repeater,”
which stars Strathairn, at the Oxford Film

INSIDE TODAY
STRESSED
OUT?

Festival in Oxford, Mississippi, on Friday.
“It’s the perfect place for our film to premiere,” Kent, director of photography, said.
“Our story fits in with the rough self.”
The film tells the story of an estranged father
and son who reunite after several years and
connect through firing rifles for an afternoon.
It’s an adaptation of Chris Offutt’s short story
“Target Practice.” Strathairn plays the role of
Franklin, the father.
“David is used to working with George
Clooney and Steven Spielberg,” Vanover, the
producer and writer, said. “It was really reassuring for [our] self-confidence.”

Dukes beat Hofstra, lock up No. 4
seed in CAA tournament
JMU in first ever four-way tie for first place in conference

By STEPHEN PROFFITT
The Breeze
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Money
on the
mind

SLIDING ON

Faculty Senate discusses
financial topics during
recent meeting
By EVAN McALLISTER
The Breeze

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“

Pride stormed back in the second half, going on
a 20-4 run before JMU closed the door.
“Give Hofstra a lot of credit to cut that lead
No one could’ve ever predicted the last
down as rapidly as they did there in the second
day of the men’s basketball regular season
half,” head coach Matt Brady said.
in the Colonial Athletic Association.
The Dukes amounted five quick turnovers
Headed into Saturday, the seedings
to start the second half. During an early timefor the 2015 CAA tournament seemed to
out, Brady’s clipboard audibly slapped on the
already be set. As the clock struck midcourt just in front of the JMU bench as he knelt
in front of his players.
night and the calendar flipped to March,
the madness had begun.
“Who’s not going to turn the ball over?”
By 2 p.m. on Saturday, heads were
Brady said during the timeout. “What five guys
already turning as the College of William
can we have in the game that won’t turn the
& Mary was slaughtered at home on senior
ball over.”
night by Drexel University, 80-66. Drexel,
By 7 p.m., it was up to University of North
due to injuries, played with just a six-man
Carolina at Wilmington to capitalize on William
DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE
rotation without junior guard Damion Lee,
& Mary’s afternoon troubles, simply needing a
win at Elon University. What was perceived as
who’s out for the season. He averaged more
Junior guard Winston Grays scored four points off the bench on Saturday.
than 20 points per game.
a lopsided season finale turned into an even
Around 6:30 p.m., JMU seemingly wrapped up the fourth seed for next week- more convoluted situation as UNCW too dropped the ball with a 74-55 loss.
end’s conference tournament with an 82-73 win over Hofstra University in front
At 8 p.m., JMU, with its win against Hofstra, optimistically awaited the outcome
of 6,185 people in a packed JMU Convocation Center. The win solidified Hofstra’s of the Northeastern University vs. College of Charleston game. A Northeastern
bout as the fifth seed.
A 16-point halftime lead for the Dukes put Hofstra away early. However, the
see MBB, page 10

Breaches, budgets and pressing
policy matters were just a few things
highlighted at JMU’s recent Faculty
Senate meeting.
The Faculty Senate met last Thursday to discuss a number of issues,
but in a departure from last month’s
extensive policy debate, most of the
topics were financial in nature.
In accordance with a new state budget mandate that was passed by the
General Assembly on Thursday, JMU
instructional faculty may soon receive
a 2 percent raise. Current versions of
the budget bill in both the Virginia
House of Representatives and Senate
see SENATE, page 3
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After flurry of cancellations, JMU completes first home series
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ACROSS
1 Norms: Abbr.
5 Channel with a
“Congressional
Chronicle” online
archive
10 In an unexpected
direction
14 Hawkeye State
15 Curly-tailed
Japanese dog
16 Old conductance
units
17 Give the okay
19 Trusted assistant
20 Move it, old-style
21 Thames islands
22 Northern Ireland
province
24 Leaves for a
cigar
26 Came up
27 Bring lunch from
home, say
29 __-Mart Stores,
Inc.
32 Walks leisurely
35 Christmastide
36 Boxing legend
37 Manicurist’s tool
38 Tit for __
39 Baking amts.
40 Pie __ mode
41 “Never Wave at
__”: 1952 film
43 Tread water to
check out the
surroundings, as
a whale
45 DVR button
46 Dismiss from the
job
48 “Hogan’s
Heroes” colonel
50 Oft-rented suits
54 Insert new film
56 Spice Girl
Halliwell
57 One: Pref.
58 Settled on the
ground
59 Alter a
manuscript, e.g.
62 Savior in a Bach
cantata
63 Path for a drink
cart
64 Kitchenware
brand
65 Play segments
66 Like some
private
communities
67 Coloring agents
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By Roland Huget

DOWN
1 Vision
2 “Road __”: 1947
Hope/Crosby
film
3 Nerdy sort
4 Enc. with some
bills
5 Colorful cats
6 Chair lift
alternative
7 Sty residents
8 Sports fig.
9 Kin of organic, at
the grocery store
10 Stockpile
11 Gloss over
12 Went by scooter
13 River of
Flanders
18 Mother-of-pearl
23 Theater box
25 Equal to the task
26 Border on
28 New York City
suburb on the
Hudson
30 Dog food brand
31 Speech problem
32 At a distance
33 Runner’s
distance
34 Ostracize
38 Propane
container

Saturday’s Puzzle
Thursday’s
puzzleSolved
solved

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

39 Use a keypad
41 Samoan
capital
42 Blowhard
43 Ate noisily, as
soup
44 Playful sprite
47 “Remington __”:
’80s TV detective
show
49 Cross-legged
meditation
position

3/2/15

51 Dr. Mallard’s apt
nickname on
“NCIS”
52 Chilling in the
locker room, as
champagne
53 Storage towers
54 Indian royal
55 Util. bill
56 Sudden wind
60 __ Fáil: Irish
coronation stone
61 Actor Beatty
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World leaders mourn Zimbabwean gives
slain Russian activist elephants for feast

Mexico captures
UN cites ‘credible’
drug cartel kingpin reports of torture

Los Angeles Times

Los Angeles Times

McClatchy Foreign Staff

McClatchy Foreign Staff

JOHANNESBURG — When Zimbabwean game farmer Tendai Musasa speaks
about his president, Robert Mugabe, his
voice softens with joyful pride.
At a giant party in Victoria Falls on
Saturday to celebrate Mugabe’s 91st birthday, the 20,000 guests — and perhaps the
president himself — will feast on elephant
meat donated by Musasa, who pledged to
slaughter two of the beasts.
One young bull elephant, shot Thursday, has been cut to pieces and conveyed
to the organizers of the feast. A second, yet
to be killed, will be handed out to members of the community.
Musasa, whose lifelong dream is to
meet Mugabe, said his main motive for
donating the elephants, as well as a lion
trophy, a crocodile trophy and a small
herd of live impala, was gratitude. He’s
a beneficiary of Mugabe’s land reform
policy, a program that saw white farmers
ousted from their holdings without compensation after 2000.
“We regard him as our father,” he said
of the world’s oldest leader, who has been
in power for 35 years. “Our provider, our
hero. We regard him as a very courageous
man.”
He said there was a strong cultural
obligation for Victoria Falls to show hospitality and thank Mugabe for celebrating
his birthday in the town.

MEXICO CITY — Servando Gomez
could have served as a model for the AMC
television show “Breaking Bad,” about a
schoolteacher turned drug kingpin.
But unlike the fictional Walter White,
who went down in a hail of bullets,
Gomez, known as “La Tuta,” or “The
Teacher,” fell into police hands before
dawn Friday in the city of Morelia without firing a shot.
President Enrique Pena Nieto confirmed the arrest in a Twitter post,
declaring it the result of “intense intelligence work.”
A primary school teacher who became
one of Mexico’s most-wanted and highprofile criminals, the 48-year-old Gomez
headed the Knights Templar crime group,
which wreaked havoc in the state of
Michoacan, forcing a federal takeover of
the state last year.
Authorities describe Gomez as a
mastermind of meth dealing, extorting,
corrupting regional politicians and promoting himself on social media.
He was a self-confessed criminal,
wearing an ever-present baseball cap,
who loved to post videos on social media
offering homespun thoughts on his native
Michoacan. He had a penchant for releasing secret videos of meetings with leaders
of the political class in the state, keeping
politicians there on edge.

GENEVA — The United Nations reported Wednesday that it had uncovered two
credible accounts of torture at U.S. military facilities in Afghanistan in recent
years during an investigation into the
treatment of detainees.
The report, which was devoted primarily to mistreatment of prisoners held in
Afghan custody, said the “credible and
reliable” accounts came from two detainees who had been held “in a U.S. facility
in Maydan Wardak,” a province whose
capital of Maidan Shar lies about 20 miles
west of Kabul, and “a U.S. special forces
facility at Baghlan,” a province that lies
north of the Afghan capital.
The report found that “torture of conflict
related detainees persists in spite of government efforts over 2013-14 to address it.”
Of the 790 detainees interviewed, the
U.N. assessed that 278 gave “credible and
reliable” accounts of ill treatment.
The report also detailed 16 interrogation techniques used by Afghan
authorities that constituted torture
prohibited by international law. They
included beatings, jumping on the
detainee’s body, twisting of genitals
including with a wrench-like device, and
threats of execution and sexual assault.

MARKETING & CIRCULATION
COORDINATOR

MOSCOW — World leaders on Saturday joined allies of slain Russian
opposition leader Boris Y. Nemtsov in
AD DESIGNERS
mourning the loss of a tireless advocate
Caroline Davis
for democracy in a country increasingly
dominated by an autocratic ruler.
Adrienne Elias
Hundreds brought flowers to a bridge
Kaitlyn Rocchiccioli
near the Kremlin where Nemtsov, an outspoken critic of President Vladimir Putin,
was gunned down on Friday.
Download our
mobile app at
While supporters saw the hand of
breezejmu.org.
the Kremlin in the slaying, Putin swore
he would do his best to have Nemtsov’s
killers brought to justice, ordering a thorough investigation by security agencies.
/TheBreezeJMU
“He always bluntly and honestly
declared his position and defended his
point of view,” Putin said in a telegram
of condolence sent to Nemtsov’s mother and posted on the Kremlin website.
“Everything will be done to have the orga@TheBreezeJMU
nizers and perpetrators of this despicable
and cynical crime get the punishment
they deserve.”
Russian Investigative Committee
spokesman Vladimir Markin said agents
@breezejmu
were considering several motives, including a foreign provocation to destabilize
Russia, Islamic extremism, business or
personal rivals and “the version connected with internal Ukrainian events.”
youtube.com/breezevideo None of the official scenarios suggested
any Kremlin role in the slaying.
Mitchell Myers

Compiled from Tribune News
Service.

NATIONAL NEWS
Congress temporarily
Supreme Court will hear Sen. Rand Paul speaks
funds Homeland Security health care law case
against phone-tapping

US officials recover
stolen Picasso painting

McClatchy Washington Bureau

McClatchy Washington Bureau

McClatchy Washington Bureau

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — A night of political brinkmanship ended late Friday when the House and
Senate approved a one-week temporary spending bill to avert the partial shutdown at midnight
of the Department of Homeland Security.
Lawmakers in the House voted 357 to 60 to
approve the one-week measure hours after an
earlier effort led by the Republican leadership
to finance the agency for three weeks suffered
a stunning 203-224 defeat, with 52 Republicans
joining Democrats to scuttle it.
The loss, a major embarrassment for House
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, left the Republican-led chamber little choice but to accept the
one-week measure or face questions about the
GOP’s ability to run Congress and get things
done.
The Senate, which earlier in the day passed a
bill to fund DHS through September, approved a
similar one-week measure to ensure the agency
would remain fully open for the time being.

WASHINGTON — Four little words will make
a world of difference when the Supreme Court
considers a potentially disabling challenge to
President Barack Obama’s signature health care
law Wednesday.
In a case that concerns language and politics
more than the Constitution, the ideologically
divided court must divine the meaning of one
crucial but arguably ambiguous phrase in the
906-page law. Its future, and insurance coverage for millions of people, might hang in the
balance, for neither the first nor the last time.
“We will be seeing Affordable Care Act cases
before the Supreme Court for decades to come,”
predicted Jonathan H. Adler, a Case Western
Reserve University School of Law professor
who’s a leading critic of the law.
The oral argument Wednesday morning in
King v. Burwell marks the latest return of the
Affordable Care Act to the Supreme Court since
2012.

OXON HILL, Md. — A crowd of conservative
activists chanted “Pre-si-dent Paul” as Sen. Rand
Paul called Friday for limits on foreign intervention, an end to the bulk collection of Americans’
phone data and no more federal funding of “origami condoms.”
Paul, in blue jeans, a red tie and rolled-up
shirtsleeves, spoke in often-florid prose to an
adoring crowd at the Conservative Political Action
Conference outside Washington, bashing the government and declaring that “lovers of liberty must
rise.”
“I say your phone records are yours,” the Kentucky Republican said, referring to the National
Security Agency’s collection of phone data. “I
say the phone records of law-abiding citizens are
none of their damn business.”
The annual gathering of conservatives, a draw
for young, Libertarian-leaning activists, is friendly
ground for Paul, who hopes to win the conference
straw poll Saturday for the third year in a row.

LOS ANGELES — U.S. officials inspected a
FedEx package shipped from Belgium to New
York in December with its happy holiday greeting, “Joyeux Noel.” They opened it and instead of
a $37 “art craft toy” promised on the box found a
stolen Picasso painting worth millions.
Loretta Lynch, the U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of New York, filed a civil forfeiture
complaint seeking to seize the painting, “La
Coiffeuse” (The Hairdresser), reported stolen
from a Paris museum storeroom in 2001. The
painting will eventually be returned to France.
“A lost treasure has been found,” Lynch said.
“Because of the blatant smuggling in this case,
this painting is now subject to forfeiture to the
United States. Forfeiture of the painting will
extract it from the grasp of the black market in
stolen art so that it can be returned to its rightful
owner,” she stated.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.
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An emotional toll
More than a third of students felt overwhelmed
by schoolwork, study finds
By Megan grimes
The Breeze

It’s no secret that college brings a
variety of stress to students — mental,
physical and emotional. For some, the
stress is only temporary, but others
may become overwhelmed with this
stress and enter a state of depression.
In February, The Higher Education
Research Institute released The American Freshman: National Norms Fall
2014, a study that explored the mental
health of college students.
“[In the survey], it found that 9.5
percent of incoming college students
frequently ‘felt depressed’ during the
past year — a 6.1 percent increase over
the past five years,” according comments
on the study by Suzanne Yergensen, an
assistant account executive at Makovsky,
a public relations firm in New York City.
“Of the 150,000 students at over 227
schools who participated, 34.6 percent
‘felt overwhelmed’ by schoolwork and
other commitments — a 7.5 percent
increase.”
At JMU, several services are currently offered to students who suffer from
depression.
One of the most prominent resources on campus is the Counseling Center
located on the third floor of the Student

City
considers
feedback
This year’s survey focuses
on Harrisonburg’s
2015-16 budgetary plans
By coryn romano
contributing writer

The results of an annual survey could
help unite JMU students with Harrisonburg community members.
Harrisonburg is using beheardharrisonburg.org — an online discussion
website — to receive feedback from
residents who can submit concerns or
changes they feel are needed.
In its second year, the survey allows
residents to bring up concerns or ideas
for improvements in the city. The survey
is an electronic way for residents to offer
public comments on the proposed 201516 budget. This year’s survey, which was
posted in mid-December was available
until Feb. 9.
Although this year’s survey has ended,
the city is hoping to continue to receive
feedback through the BHH website. The
current available discussion on next fiscal year’s budget will remain active until
the first public hearing is held on the
city budget, which is tentatively scheduled for April 28. Harrisonburg officials
believe that the use of this survey and
website will increase residents’ engagement in the budget process.
“[The survey is an] opportunity to
present ideas,” Harrisonburg City Council Member Abe Shearer said. “[It] opens
the floor to discuss the most popular
ideas.”
The survey, which included more than
120 responses in an open-ended format,
included requests to spend more money
on environmental and animal protection,
public schools, sidewalk and road work
and a new rehabilitation center for substance abuse offenders.
Harrisonburg’s Public Information
Officer Mary-Hope Vass discussed how
the survey is a chance for the city to get
honest, candid feedback from residents.
This year’s response rate increased from
last year. More than 120 people participated in the survey and 345 people have
registered on BHH.
Vass hopes that the city will gain something from the survey. She wants “more
people engaged and providing their
ideas, which is always a good thing.”
Harrisonburg Mayor Christopher
Jones said in a press release that he was
excited for Harrisonburg to use BHH and
review this year’s results. He added that
Harrisonburg is always trying to find new
ways to interact with the residents.
The city has open public hearings
which residents, including JMU students,
are welcome to attend and voice their
opinions about issues and ideas.
see survey, page 4

Success Center.
Students can make an appointment
for a variety of reasons and will usually
be seen within the week of scheduling
the appointment. Some of the services
it offers are individual or group counseling, crisis assistance and the Sexual
Trauma Empowerment Program (STEP).
Neal Rittenhouse, JMU alumnus (’02)
and former staff psychologist at the
JMU’s Counseling and Student Development Program, now has his own
psychological practice in downtown
Harrisonburg. However, he commends
the JMU Counseling Center for its dedication to treating mental illnesses in
students.
In an email, Rittenhouse said, “The
staff at the [Counseling Center] do a
terrific job — maintaining open lines
of communication with faculty, staff,
students and parents. They frequently
assess the mental health needs of the
JMU population and regularly adjust
their policies and procedures to provide ethical and efficient services
through outreach, training, consultation,
and direct clinical services to students
themselves.”
Sometimes, though, students need
care that is more intensive than what
see stress, page 4

photo illustration by erin williams / the breeze

The number of university students who have said they feel depressed or anxious has increased in recent years. JMU
offers students services at the Counseling Center in the Student Success Center to help alleviate these issues.

Senate | Web security a top priority

In Brief

from front

Harrisonburg

in Richmond voted on contained money allotted for
salary increases at public institutions, JMU included.
“Things are looking very good for the probability of
a 2 percent salary increase from the state … we have no
reason to believe that our [governor] would veto [the
bill],” David McGraw, speaker of the Faculty Senate and
professor of integrated science and technology, said.
However, the increase only covers part of the university’s actual costs — the rest is left for JMU to provide.
The budget mandate consists of an official authorization for the salary increase and about half of the
necessary funds, rather than a flat allotment of funds
to the university.
“When the state says 2 percent, that means they
come up with 47 percent of the money and we have to
come up with [the rest],” Jerry Benson, the university
provost and senior vice president of academic enhancement, said.
The raise will apply only to instructional faculty
and not staff, unlike the university-wide raise two
years ago. There are no plans for long-term staff salary increases as of now, but the university is “moving
toward” a staff bonus, according to Benson.
The comparatively smaller salary allocations
appear to be a statewide policy; years ago, many public institutions received no salary increases at all, and
President Jon Alger’s past plan to raise salaries drew
fire from state legislation because it wasn’t officially
approved.
“During one of the faculty lunches with the president
and the provost, the president actually indicated that he
got a lot of grief from the legislature for the 2 percent
raise … because it wasn’t approved by the state,” Timothy Louwers, an accounting professor, said.
Financial struggles appeared to be on the minds of
many at the meeting, especially in regard to funding
student research. Nathan Wright, an assistant chemistry
professor, brought up the subject during a discussion of
proposed changes to the way scientific research money
is allocated to students.
Currently, research funds are sometimes taken out
of faculty salaries and, because of legal reasons, the
money must first be placed into a fund before being distributed to students — instead of handing the students
the money directly. However, under university budget
practices, 7 percent of money gifted to the university is
automatically reserved for unqualified use — meaning that staff members wishing to pay students from
the “gift” account must increase the funds they give to
compensate, according to Wright. This has led to some
friction between certain faculty and university policy.
“We’re already sacrificing our salary. This is a common practice in chemistry … and [being forced to give
more] is just untenable,” Wright said. “This year, we
have less chemistry people doing research because
of it.”
The Student Government Association also

presented a proposal concerning the possibility of
incorporating mid-term professor evaluations at JMU.
“An individual student within the SGA has really
taken up the issue … and I’m sure once he has [his
ideas about] that solidified, the student government will
decide whether or not to support his idea of incorporating midterm professor evaluations,” Zan Guendert,
student representative to the Faculty Senate and sophomore political science major, said, stating that it was still
in an “exploratory” stage.
Another topic that was discussed were the results of
the IT task force investigation into the December data
security leak. The task force, formed in January’s Faculty
Senate meeting to report on the extent of and response
to the breach, delivered its official report near the end
of the meeting.
“Upon discovery of the breach, JMU’s IT security
quickly initiated an appropriate protocol to limit the
impact of the breach and have again taken proactive
actions to prevent events like this from happening in the
future,” Louwers, the appointed head of the task force,
said in his report.
The breach occurred when a file containing contact information and social security numbers for
about 2,800 JMU faculty and staff was accessed by an
unknown party, according to Louwers. Subsequently,
affected members of the JMU community were offered
one year of free credit monitoring, and Mandiant, a
cybersecurity consultant was contacted to aid in the
investigation.
“JMU has a very good cybersecurity insurance that
paid for the consulting firm and the credit monitoring
for one year. There has been no evidence that anyone’s
information has been used to this point — [however],
that’s not to say that it will not be used in the future to
file for credit or apply for a false medical claim with
Anthem,” Louwers said. “There would definitely be
some benefits to extending the coverage.”
Still, not all members of the senate felt that JMU’s
current data security architecture is sufficient to keep
out unwanted parties.
“What bothers me is the same password that I use to
log in is the same password that can get you into more
sensitive areas,” Steve Harper, the Faculty Senate treasurer and associate professor of engineering, said after
the task force’s report. “I would like to see a separation
of passwords for classroom stuff and canvas stuff from
passwords for financial stuff and student records.”
“I don’t want convenience, I want security,” Harper
added in response to an observation that the current
system was a way of making university data access more
convenient.
Discussion of changes to login and data policy
were still underway when the meeting ended, and
are expected to resume next month.
contact Evan McAllister at
mcalliem@dukes.jmu.edu.

maggie graff / the breeze

The Faculty Senate votes on a matter during a meeting held last year. Last Thursday’s meeting focused on
financial topics such as potential faculty raises, as well as the recent IT security task force findings.

City recruits volunteers
for yearly cleanup day
Harrisonburg is seeking volunteers for its 18th annual Blacks Run
CleanUp Day, which will take place
on Saturday, April 11.
Hundreds of volunteers are expected to show up at Ralph Sampson
Park to help remove trash and debris
from Blacks Run, a stream that flows
throughout the city, according to
Harrisonburg’s Public Information
Officer Mary-Hope Vass.
According to the Virginia Department of Environmental Equality,
Blacks Run is on the impaired waters
list. Its health has improved since
cleanup efforts have begun in 1997.
Supplies will be provided the
morning of the cleanup event and
educational displays and information
will be available at the “Green Scene,”
which is open to anyone interested in
learning about how they can make a
difference in the community.
Those interested in volunteering
can sign up or read more about the
event by visiting harrisonburgva.
gov/cleanstream-cleanup-day-registration. Registration will close on
Thursday, April 9 at noon.
Washington, D.C.

Senators support
new bill revisions
United States Sen. Mark Warner
(D-Va.), along with a partisan of 10
senators, introduced a strengthened
version of the Campus Accountability
and Safety Act on Thursday, according to Madeleine Russak, Warner’s
press secretary.
The bill aims to protect and build
the confidence of survivors by professionalizing the response to and
reporting of sexual assaults on college campuses.
The bill will extend the amount of
time survivors have to file a case with
the Department of Education and
set new notification requirements
for survivors and accused students
involved in the campus disciplinary
process.
It would require colleges and
universities to designate trained confidential advisers who would assist
survivors of domestic and dating violence, sexual assault and harassment
and stalking. It also requires partnering with local law enforcement to
define responsibilities and share information and use one uniform process
for disciplinary proceedings without
allowing athletic departments or other
subgroups to handle complaints.
Institutions that don’t adhere to certain requirements may face a penalty
of up to 1 percent of the university’s
operating budget. The bill also increases Clery Act violation penalties from
$35,000 to $150,000 for each violation.
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budget | Amendments passed ahead of schedule Survey |
City wants greater
student response
from front

Assembly this session to prioritize higher education in the budget,” Tom Kramer,
the executive director of Virginia21, said in a
released statement. “They reversed deep cuts
and prioritized keeping our colleges accessible, high-quality and affordable. Students
organized a strong grassroots campaign calling
for our leaders to focus on the real challenges
of young Virginians, and we are glad they did.”
Precisely $865,269 dollars have been allocated in the budget to go toward “an additional
2.5 percent average faculty salary increase for
teaching and research faculty.” Another
$1,740,552 will go toward restoration to the

university’s budget that suffered cuts after last
year’s state budget shortfall, as well as costs to
a partnership between the JMU Department
of Kinesiology and the Briery Branch Community Club.
The university will also receive $55 million for a 500-bed residence hall on campus,
though the project has yet to be approved.
Last year, after months of standoff between
Republican lawmakers and McAuliffe, a
budget was finalized in June that narrowly
prevented a state government shutdown.
After state agencies submitted their budget
requests, McAuliffe considered the proposals
and submitted his proposed amendments to

the 2016 portion of the budget that was passed
last year. The General Assembly took up the
proposed budget in January and deliberated
on for several weeks.
Last Thursday, the Senate voted in favor of
the budget amendments 38-1, and the House
followed suit later that day, voting in favor of
the changes 95-5. The budget now returns to
McAuliffe to be approved or sent back to the
General Assembly for revisions. Virginia is also
one of 44 states to allow for line-item vetoes,
which gives McAuliffe extra maneuverability
when examining the revisions.
- staff report

stress | Depression being fought on national level
from page 3

the Counseling Center can provide. According
to Rittenhouse, this isn’t unusual in a college
setting.
“To address the needs of students who exceed
a short-term scope, the [Counseling Center]
does an excellent job organizing a network of
community practitioners who can assist as the
mental health landscape continues to change,”
Rittenhouse said.
Blake Bergstrom, a sophomore history major
who has experienced stress in college, takes
pride in the resources offered on campus.
“Knowing that I go to a school that cares so
much about each individual student makes me
feel safe,” Bergstrom said. “It is so comforting
that not only I have a place to go, but so does
everyone that I care about.”
Other local universities are taking steps
toward combatting college depression by using
services that JMU doesn’t currently use.
One of these services is The Jed Foundation,
which was created by Donna and Phil Satow in
memory of their son, Jed, who committed suicide in 2000.
The foundation is a client of Makovsky, the PR
firm that took part in its development.
According to The Jed Foundation, the Satows
explored mental illnesses in attempt to learn
more about the loss of their son.
They recognized the desperate need for
resources to help promote the well-being of
college students.
The foundation has a goal of addressing
emotional health issues and promoting suicide
prevention awareness on college campuses.
Similarly, The Clinton Foundation is known
for promoting substance abuse prevention on
college campuses.
In a 2014 press release, it was announced
that The Jed Foundation and The Clinton

photo illustration by erin williams / the breeze

Almost 10 percent of incoming college students
reported feeling depressed over the past year.

Foundation would join forces to support many
facets, including health and wellness of college
students.
This newly formed Jed and Clinton Health
Matters Campus Program is a self-assessment
and feedback program that helps colleges create more comprehensive solutions to support
their students.
The Health Matters program generates a team
that works with the school to enhance mental
health as well as the prevention of substance
abuse for four years.
Schools that are members of the program
include George Mason University, Princeton

University and Boston University.
Clinical Director Dr. Nance Roy, who oversees the Health Matters program, expanded on
the idea of students coming to college with emotional or mental baggage.
“I think we have students coming to campus
with more pre-existing mental health and substance issues,” Roy said. “The advancements of
medications have allowed those who struggle
with mental health issues to come to college.”
According to Roy, the issue has always existed, but more students are coming forward
with their mental health issues and accessing
services.
Mental and emotional health have become
such important aspects of the well-being of
individuals that it is now required to be covered
in health insurance.
In 2008, the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act was created to provide patients
with coverage for mental and behavioral health
as well as substance-use disorders.
While some believe there is a science to stress
and depression, sophomore communications
major Deanna Frink believes that not all stress
is due to pre-existing issues.
“Students are under a lot of pressure,” Frink
said. “You have to start over in college. There’s a
lot of change and I think people are really scared
of changing.”
Freshman mathematics major Ellen Orie
reflected on personal relationships to explain
her perception on why she thinks students
become depressed.“
“I know many people who breezed by in
high school, but the moment they went to college and the expectations rose, they didn’t know
how to cope,” Orie said. “Once the stress got to
them, depression set in.”
contact Megan Grimes at
grimesmx@dukes.jmu.edu.

from page 3

Before city council adopts the budget, two
public hearings must be held to receive input
from the community.
Harrisonburg wants more year-round citizen feedback as well as feedback from JMU
students, since both groups may have different views on what the city should be doing.
“JMU students have different priorities in
choosing to locate in Harrisonburg, it doesn’t
mean that we don’t have shared interests,” Vass
said.
The partnership between Harrisonburg and
JMU is crucial, according to Vass. The city is
always trying to get more feedback from residents and students, since JMU students make
up a large percentage of the population in
Harrisonburg.
Josh Humphries, a junior political science
major and Student Governmet Association
legislative committee chair, discussed how the
city and JMU rely on each other. The relationship between the two is crucial so that both
can work efficiently together.

“JMU students have different
priorities in choosing to
locate in Harrisonburg, it
doesn’t mean that we don’t
have shared interests.”
Mary-Hope Vass

public information officer for
the city of Harrisonburg

The city will take into account the results
from the survey and discussion from the
BHH website, however, residents may want to
attend a public hearing if they want to make
a strong impact. Residents can stay involved
throughout the year by attending public hearing discussions, continuing to post concerns or
ideas on BHH or even writing to city officials.
The survey will eventually consist of more
than budgetary plans, but this year the budget
was top priority. Public hearings and discussions on beheardharrisonburg.org are still
available. The Harrisonburg City Council and
staff will continue the process of developing a
budget for the next fiscal year (2015-16) beginning July 1. The city council must pass a budget
before May 30.
contact Coryn Romano at
romanocp@dukes.jmu.edu.
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(Spoiler alert) climate change is a thing
President Obama made the right decision by vetoing the proposed bill that would create the Keystone XL Pipeline
Let no one call
Obama a lame-duck
president.
Despite a Republican-controlled
Congress that voted
the measure to his
desk, President Obama
vetoed the bill that
would have allowed for
the creation of the Keystone XL Pipeline,
a huge pipeline that would have stretched
from the tar sands of Canada all the way
through the Midwest to the Gulf Coast.
Republicans are still lacking the four votes
necessary to overturn the veto and establish construction of the pipeline.
While some lament the opportunity,
some oil companies would receive from
the pipeline, and many Americans are
celebrating this as a victory for the environmental movement.
I think it’s high time that America stops
talking the talk about climate change and
starts walking the walk.
This isn’t a political issue nor should
it be made so. It’s an issue regarding the
future of human civilization. The scientific community is at a near 100 percent
agreement about climate change being primarily caused by humans.
The science shows that climate change
is going to affect our way of life and our
ability to live on Earth for years to come.
Droughts are becoming longer and drier
due to climate change. Things are only

going to get worse for us as more carbon
dioxide is pumped into the atmosphere
and changes need to come now to offset
them.
Yet for some of us, and for some members of Congress and large corporations,
climate change is something to be laughed
away and ignored. Just recently, Sen. Jim
Inhofe (R-Okla.) brought a snowball onto
the Senate floor as proof of the inaccuracy
of climate change. If Inhofe was actually
up to date with the scientific literature, he
would know that one of the effects of climate change is large strong snowstorms,
like we have recently experienced here in
Harrisonburg.
It’s no surprise to note that the biggest
industry contributor to Inhofe is the oil
and gas industry, with $1,757,071 given
to his campaigns over the course of his
career.
The assertion of climate change not
being true due to an accumulation of
snow is a brute ignorant grunt in the face
of reason and scientific evidence.
As corporate interests continue to
struggle against the scientific consensus, they have turned to more disgusting
and deceitful tactics. On Feb. 23, it was
revealed that Wei-Hock Soon, one of the
leading scientists in the climate change
denial movement, received funds in
excess of $1.2 million from Exxon Mobil,
the American Petroleum Institute and the
Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation.
What’s even worse is that he never

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
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A“your-like-life-isn’t-like-that-hard”
dart to the sophomore girls whining about
their first world problems in Zane Showker
Hall.
From a senior disgusted to call you fellow
women and fellow Dukes.
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A “thanks-for-sharing” pat to my GCOM
professor for incorporating a Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. speech into your lesson
during Black History Month, which JMU calls
National Eating Disorders Awareness Month.
From a fly in the milk.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

reported this potential conflict of interest
when he published his work since 2008.
This isn’t just one random scientist picked
from a hat; Soon works for the HarvardSmithsonian Center for Astrophysics, a
highly reputable organization if I’ve ever
heard one.
Companies and interested parties in
disproving man-made climate change have
stooped to corruption and deceit in order
to maintain their profits no matter the cost.
Having our government and the scientific

community at large agree that climate
change is a manmade threat to their wallets and their shareholders.
It’s up to the American people, along
with government support, to drag the
deniers kicking and screaming into the
21st century and accept the reality of climate change.
Kevan Hulligan is a senior political
science major. Contact Kevan at
hulligkx@dukes.jmu.edu.
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The proposed Keystone XL Pipeline would run from the tar sands of Canada to the Alaskan coast.

An “ironic” dart to people who only
submit darts.
From a junior who wants to see more
pats than darts because positivity is better
than negativity, but isn’t really helping the
cause right now.

A “stop-acting-like-you’re-still-inmiddle-school” dart to the rude student in
my WRTC class.
From a woman who thinks that your
behavior is beyond disrespectful and frankly
embarrassing.

A “how-did-you-not-know-aboutthis” dart to myself, for not realizing
Madison Union was a thing on campus
and that they have a freaking awesome
meditation room!
From an out-of-touch junior who now
knows where to go when the stress gets to be
too much.

A “that-was-the-best-restaurantexperience-of-my-life” pat to Leah, my
server at Corgan’s Publick House.
From a senior who’s used to the subpar
service everywhere else around town.

An “act-your-age” dart to the guy who
threw a tantrum in the middle of the
Madison Union Open House.
From a bystander who thought your
display rivaled that of a 3-year-old.
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A “you’re-welcome” dart to the student
who asked to use my hole punch, dumped
paper dots all over the floor and left without
cleaning it up or saying thank you.
From a staff member who thinks you
should learn some manners. Your mom might
clean up after you, but I shouldn’t have to.
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respect the riot

More
than
Muslim
Identity encompasses
everything, not just
religion or race
I’m going to
take a break from
all the political
talk and write
about something
very important to
me — my identity.
We all have
moments where
we stop and ask
ourselves who we really are without the
labels people have given us, whether
it’s what we believe in, our values, etc.
Those are some of the questions I ask
myself, especially after taking off my
hijab.
Am I still Muslim now that I can no
longer be easily pinpointed as one? Am
I an Arab African even though one can’t
necessarily assume that about me just
by looking at me? Am I an American
even though I have other cultures I
strongly and proudly identify with?
I recently attended a talk at the
University of the District of Columbia.
The honored speaker was Ambassador
Attallah Shabazz, the eldest daughter of
the late civil rights activist El-Hajj Malik
El-Shabazz, more commonly known
as Malcolm X. Shabazz spoke about
the importance of building on our
similarities rather than our differences.
She’s a Muslim black woman and she
can confidently be both without feeling
like she’s sacrificing one part of her
culture for the other.
Shabazz’s talk inspired me to think
about the multiple aspects of my
identity as well, and how I mesh them
together. I’m a Muslim Arab AfricanAmerican and I’m also part Turkish
on my mom’s side. My dad has both
Sunni and Shia Muslim relatives who
are an array of different nationalities.
There isn’t a “typical” identity that I can
identify without adding more elements.
It becomes especially confusing when
people of my own culture (whichever
element of it is being questioned) claim
that I’m not [insert race, religion, etc.]
enough.
I’m a Muslim woman who no longer
wears a hijab and doesn’t traditionally
look Muslim or Arab. To some Muslims,
I’m not Muslim enough. To some
Africans, I’m not African enough
because I don’t have dark skin and
because my family is North African
as opposed to West or East African.
To some Egyptians, I’m not Egyptian
enough because I was born and raised
in America. To many conservative
Americans, I’m not American enough
because I’m a Muslim and I identify
with other cultures (and God forbid
they know I’m extremely critical of the
American government).
There have always been those who
try to undermine elements of my
identity as not being strong enough in
their opinion.
But I’m all of that. I identify as a
Muslim woman, not so that others
can label me or approve of my actions,
but because it’s what I personally
believe in. I don’t call myself African
or Egyptian so that others can easily
trace my ancestry and point my origin
out on a map.
I identify as such because that’s who
I am. I’m an American because this is
the country I was born and raised in
and the country I’m most invested
in (hence my critical look at leaders I
have helped campaign for and elected
to represent me).
Our identities and multiculturalism
shouldn’t be used as labels that divide
us. Our identities are not a scale from
one to 10 that we somehow have to
rank. You can’t ask me how Muslim/
American/African/Egyptian I feel on a
scale from one to 10 because race and
identity do not and should not work in
that manner.
Who are we to question the level
of someone’s faith or undermine
their sense of being part of a certain
race/culture/nationality if it’s what
they personally identify as? Hearing
Ambassador Shabazz speak inspired
me to accept all parts of my identity
without waiting for acceptance from
others who might identify as the same
thing.
Our identities aren’t just labels
people use to easily group us; they’re
cultures, ideas and experiences we
share with others and can learn from.
Nahla Aboutabl is a junior political
science and international affairs
double major. Contact Nahla at
aboutanm@dukes.jmu.edu.

English major unaware
of JMU’s East Campus
By SAM ROSENBERG
contributing columnist

and history, right? I mean, that’s why I came here.”
Upon several hours of reflection under a tree on the Quad
while other students hurried to class, Wozniak reported a hazy
Sources report that sophomore English major, Kate Wozniak recollection of having seen some buildings in the distance on her
has never heard of JMU’s East Campus.
way to Market One once before.
Wozniak, who studies English and creative writing in Keezell
“I always figured that was downtown, or maybe even
Hall is reportedly unaware of the existence of
Washington, D.C. I heard JMU is really close
a section of JMU’s campus that’s dedicated to
to D.C.,” stated a befuddled Wozniak, who
science and technology.
“I always figured
hails from upstate New York.
When reached for comment, Wozniak
Friends say that they have never seen
that
was
downtown,
expressed a sense of wonderment at the idea
Wozniak without her nose buried in a book,
or maybe even
of another JMU campus, calling the concept
and that she remains relatively oblivious to
“thought-provoking.”
her surroundings at all times.
Washington D.C. I
“It’s a little hard to buy into,” Wozniak
“She’s a real bookworm,” commented
heard JMU is really
continued, on the idea that JMU’s campus might
roommate and music major Wendy Bishop,
“I mean, every day I see longboarders crash
extend beyond the Quad and Carrier Library.
close to D.C.”
trying to avoid her path.”
“But it’s certainly a nice idea!”
The sophomore, who has lived on the Quad
Wozniak eventually determined that
Kate Wozniak
she
must be correct, but inspired by her
for the entirety of her four post-secondary
sophomore
freshman
year “We Are JMU” seminar,
semesters, has existed for nearly 800 days within
English major
the roughly 900 square feet between Wampler,
was willing to accept diverse opinions and
Carrier and Market One.
viewpoints.
Wozniak earnestly attempted to entertain
“I understand why you might think the
the concept of a JMU existing outside of main
way you do; that’s the kind of diversity that
campus, saying that “it sounds a little bit like this fantasy young makes our school so beautiful,” Wozniak said with a vacant
adult novel [she] once read.”
twinkle in her eye. “Maybe one day we’ll see eye-to-eye on this.”
“I’ll have to journal about this,” Wozniak added.
When reached for reaction, senior engineering major
She expressed deep and intense confusion at the idea that JMU Timothy Schwartz responded, “JMU has an English major?”
might have programs in the sciences. She remarked, “I thought
JMU was a liberal arts school,” she said. “And that means English CONTACT Sam Rosenberg at rosen2si@dukes.jmu.edu.

MICHAEL GARCIA | food for thought

Media outlets need to cut bias
As most of you know, Jon Stewart, host of “The
Daily Show” on Comedy Central, announced
that he will be retiring later this year. For those
of you who didn’t know, I’m sorry for either
ruining or making your day.
Regardless about how you feel about Stewart and his show, he changed how people view
the news. His satire was only met, if not surpassed, by Stephen Colbert, and together they
both heavily criticized mass media for 16 years.
It’s no secret that “The Daily Show” has a heavily liberal bias and Stewart has made his fame off
making fun of Fox News — or “Bulls--- Mountain”
as he sometimes refers to it — for their questionable remarks. Yet, coming from someone who has
watched this show religiously for the past five
years, I can tell you that he has criticized the left
as well, since he has just as much fun laughing
at MSNBC.
I don’t agree with everything he says, but I
appreciate his honesty and his ability to question the places we trust to deliver our news.
And that’s the crux of this column. We’re a
politically divided nation, with many claiming
that it’s the most divided the nation has ever
been. However, it didn’t get that way by itself.
The media are the main culprits behind this
division.
Among the top three media
giants — Fox News, MSNBC
and CNN — I don’t think
there’s anyone within
those respective organizations who understand
unbiased reporting or
even know what news

is for that matter.
This is clearly self-evident in Fox News and
MSNBC as they seem to be more interested
in denouncing the other side than they do in
reporting actual news. As for CNN, they tend
to galvanize political strife by always having at
least one conservative and one liberal pundit
argue over an issue.

The primary goal for media
organizations is no longer to
provide news and investigative
reporting that allows us as a
society to answer troubling
issues that face our nation.
One could say that this allows for the American public to get both sides of the story, but that
right there is the fundamental flaw to our mass
media system. Why does there have to be a red
and blue tint to every story? That seems to be
the antithesis of what news is supposed to be.
This methodology is extremely detrimental to our political discourse as a society
because it does not allow us to solve
issues without framing it in ideological
terminology.
Additionally, for MSNBC and Fox
News, they’re not interested in attempting to solve an issue that may require a

Jon Stewart (left) recently
announced his upcoming
retirement from “The
Daily Show.” Stephen
Colbert, former host of
“The Colbert Report,” left
his show in December.

solution that appears to be on the other side of
the political spectrum and thus their respective
audiences aren’t forced to challenge their way
of thinking.
Thus the reason why they operate the way
they do is because we go along with it and
watch the crap they call news. We as a population no longer think for ourselves. If you’re
liberal, chances are that you don’t watch Fox
News, and choose instead to watch MSNBC,
which tells you things that reinforce your way
of thinking.
This is a poisonous approach because it
makes us believe that our liberal or conservative
opinions are fact and that the other side is trying
to lie to us, when in reality your opinion is just
an opinion. Just because you believe and watch
a program that tells you that climate change is
not human-induced does not mean that it’s a
completely erroneous position to believe.
And that’s a fatal flaw of our current system.
The primary goal for media organizations is no
longer to provide news and investigative reporting that allows us as a society to answer the
troubling issues that face our nation. Instead,
the media has transformed into a business with
the purpose of making money and therefore will
tell you whatever you want to believe if that
means they get into your wallet.
Clearly our media system is broken
and only we can fix it.
Michael Garcia is a public
administration graduate
student. Contact Michael at
garci2ma@dukes.jmu.edu.
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PUPPETS
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A different way to play
DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE

The Explore More Discovery Museum offers a variety of ways for children to learn, including a dairy cow that children can “milk.”
The museum began as a mobile museum but has found its permanent spot downtown on South Main Street. Admission costs $6.

Downtown children’s museum offers multiple ways for kids to learn
By NATALIE MILLER
The Breeze

Grinning 8-year-olds with
faces painted like puppies laugh
all the way down a giant indoor
tree slide. Other children don
surgeon’s scrubs costumes and
examine X-rays in the miniature
Friendly City Health Center.
Childhood never ends when
there’s an environment for
exploration.
The Explore More Discovery
Museum in downtown Harrisonburg is a creative paradise
for kids of all ages. Located in a
building that once was a department store, this interactive
learning facility gives children
the freedom to indulge in their
curiosity.
“We want to be the primary
place where kids go to learn and
play,” Trisha Blosser, the museum development officer, said.
“[Children] just love it here.”
The museum that locals know
today began in 2003 as a traveling children’s museum in the
Harrisonburg area. This traveling museum offered learning
activities to children in the area.
Lisa Shull, the director of the

children’s museum, dreamed up
a mobile classroom after being
a teacher for many years and
experiencing similar traveling
museums. The museum moved
to a more permanent location
in Harrisonburg before settling
in its current location on South
Main Street in 2010.
“Parents really liked the traveling museum but wanted a more
permanent location,” Blosser
said.
The museum is currently a
single-floor educational playground with over 10 different
play centers. Guests are greeted by workers at the front desk,
where they pay the $6 admission
fee or present their membership
information. Once admitted
into the museum, children and
adults explore the differentthemed areas of the building.
A carpeted, gated area toward
the front of the museum is
reser ved for “crawlers” —
younger children who may not
be able to walk through or play
on the other areas. This area
also has changing and nursing
rooms for parents to accommodate the young children and
parents during their time at the

museum.
“We talked to parents and
community members to see
what kinds of things they wanted in the museum,” Blosser said.
The museum is specific to
Harrisonburg, with centers that
reflect local businesses. There’s
a small “farmers market” stand
with toy produce for young marketers to browse. A theater area
complete with a stage, curtains
and different backdrops is based
on a theater that was once open
in downtown Harrisonburg. A
small play ice cream stand in
the museum is reminiscent of
Kline’s Dairy Bar downtown.
“[The Discovery Museum] is
so wonderful,” Harrisonburg resident and mother Leora Pedersen
said. “There is so much to do and
it’s especially nice for the winter
when we can’t go to the park.”
The museum currently has two
classrooms for weekly classes and
demonstrations for field trips and
birthday parties. The science lab
is a room where children attend
lessons based on engineering
concepts and play with science
equipment such as microscopes.
see EXPLORE, page 8

There’s a magical place on TV where a panel of high-strung
characters from both sides of the political spectrum discuss
and debate the hot topics of the week. It often turns into a
screaming match and occasionally leads to physical violence
among the co-hosts. No, I’m not discussing everybody’s favorite
love-to-hate show, “The View,” this
Fusion and YouTube
is an edgier version of that format
known as “No, You Shut Up!”
“No, You
The show is a political panel
Shut Up!”
composed of puppets from The Jim
Henson Company, the company

behind “The Muppets.” The program
Thursdays at 10 p.m.
is moderated by human comedian
Paul F. Tompkins, who at times
outshines the puppets with his own brand of whimsical wit.
The format used to be a 15-minute roundtable discussion,
but now it has expanded to a half-hour of satirical silliness that
includes man-on-the-street segments and games with human
guests.
Human guests are usually moderately well-known
comedians, but the show has attained serious star power
lately, with recent episodes featuring “Weird Al” Yankovic and
Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan Peele from “Key & Peele.”
The beauty of this show is that the viewers are exposed to
serious news topics, but there’s a layer of comedy that makes it
more engaging for the casual viewer.
For example, a recent episode discussed the controversy
over whether Americans should be able to mine in space once
the technology becomes available. A hot button issue that
touches on morality and science led to memorable quotes
such as “What the hell are we doing in space if we’re not
mining? There’s only so many times I can watch an astronaut
demonstrate how a space toilet works; stop crapping in zero
gravity and start drilling.”
There are plenty of similar jokes in this program. If cable
news commentators uttered some of the politically incorrect
barbs I’ve heard on this show, their careers would be dead.
Using puppets as pundits is genius in that they can say anything
with no backlash since they are just fictional characters. This
say-anything attitude truly gives the show a huge advantage
over similar programs.
A few of my favorite outspoken characters are: Star
Schlessinger, a red squirrel with exceedingly conservative
views, Oliver Pouch, an opossum representing Texas in the
United States House of Representatives and Hot Dog, a hot
dog puppet with a moustache who hosts a segment called
“Speaking Frankly.”
While “Speaking Frankly” is funny, there is one segment
that trumps all, and that is “Crab Fire.” “Crab Fire” is a spoof of
CNN’s “Crossfire” where two married crabs, a red crab and a
blue crab (both politically and color-wise), yell at each other
to the point of such anger that the only cure is for them to
have sex slightly off camera where the audience can still hear
before abruptly cutting to commercial. “Crab Fire” is the perfect
embodiment of what the show does best, making fun of the two
extreme sides of the political spectrum.
Some of you may think that this show sounds absolutely
ridiculous, and you’re correct in thinking that. At times it’s a
little too silly, but I urge you to give this quirky show a chance.
It’s the puppet equivalent of “The Daily Show,” and with Jon
Stewart leaving that program, “No, You Shut Up!” could become
the next “it show” in comedic news.
Mike Dolzer is a freshman writing, rhetoric and technical
communications and media arts and design double major.
Contact Mike at dolzermj@dukes.jmu.edu.

‘Finally Famous’
Big Sean uses confidence to attract big-name stars to feature in his new album
Big Sean

“Dark Sky
Paradise”

Released Feb. 24

By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze

In his early years, Big Sean wasn’t all that
successful in his music endeavors. He was signed
to Kanye’s label, GOOD Music, in 2007, but
that didn’t really propel him to stardom. And
there’s a key reason for that: he was trying to
be too much like Kanye and his other rap
mentors. Two of his first albums, “Finally
Famous” (2011) and “Hall of Fame” (2013),
were not-ready-for-prime-time imitations
of the big names. By the sound of his two
album titles, he was jumping the gun a bit
on his success. Then came “I Don’t F--With You,” a single he released in September
2014. It was dark and dirty, but clever, and
that made everyone pick up their heads and
give him a second chance.
“Dark Sky Paradise,” released last
Tuesday, includes “I Don’t F--- With You”
and shows that Big Sean does have the
potential to make a name for himself.
Let’s start with “I Don’t F--- With
You.” At first, it seems excessively

COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

obscene, but on second listen, it’s genuinely
funny. “And you know I’m rollin’ weed that’s
f-----’ up the ozone/ I got a b---- that text me,
she ain’t got no clothes on.” If nothing else,
Big Sean has A-plus rhyming skills. But it’s the
combination of great beats and fun lyrics that
makes this album a much bigger success than
his past ones.

Then came “I Don’t F--- With
You,” ... It was dark and dirty,
but clever, and that made
everyone pick up their heads
and give him a second chance.
The confidence he shows in most of his tracks
allows Big Sean to bring in an all-star roster of
artists to give the album real heft. “Dark Sky
Paradise” boasts some of the biggest names in
the business, including Mike WiLL Made-It, DJ
Mustard, Kanye West and Drake.

The best collaborative effort appears in the
ninth song, “I Know.” DJ Mustard is on the beat
and it features sultry-voiced Jhené Aiko. The
pairing of her sprite soprano with Big Sean’s
sleepy tenor produces an unexpectedly tender
song about empathy.
“All Your Fault,” featuring Kanye, is also a
standout. There’s a definite Kanye touch to it,
with its auto-tuned choir, and he dominates
the first part. But Big Sean holds his own, and
when he comes in halfway through the song, the
stylistic and vocal differences between the two
are accentuated and Big Sean’s unique identity
— gratefully different from others’ voices —
shines through.
Honestly, this isn’t a fantastic album. Songs
like “All Your Fault” are catchy and all, but too
many catchy, in-your-face lines cannot make a
whole album. But it’s clearly an improvement
from his previous forays into rap, and hopefully
sets the stage for more great things to come.
Emmy Freedman is a sophomore media
arts and design major. Contact Emmy at
freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu.
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MOVIE | Alumni produce low-budget film adaptation

EXPLORE |
Museum offers
science classes
from page 7

Someone of David’s caliber is usually not interested in doing a short film,” Estep said. “It was
the right timing and the right project. If you have
a really good script and a really good story, you
can attract really interesting people to it.”
In the past, Lurid Pictures has spent most of its
time making music videos with local indie bands.
Its first and most successful music video was for
a song called “Wonder” by Eternal Summers, an
indie band from Roanoke, Virginia, that Lurid
frequently works with. Lurid has also done videos for The Steel Wheels from Harrisonburg and
Creepoid of Philadelphia.
“[Music videos] are the most fun,” Kent said.
“It’s a good way to get your name out there.”
Lurid Pictures has its music videos posted on
major music websites such as VEVO, MTV and
Pitchfork. Now Kent and Vanover plan to keep
screening “Repeater” at festivals until the fall
and are currently getting ready to embark on a
six-month project about pregnancy and violence
risk prevention with JMU, on top of filming more
Eternal Summers and Steel Wheels videos. They
also want to start making another short film as
soon as the “Repeater” project wraps up.
“We try to run our set the same way a television
or bigger production company would,” Vanover
said. “That’s one thing we do a little bit differently
[than other smaller companies].”
Kent and Vanover have worked their way up
from student filmmakers to well-regarded producers. Kent attributes his success to doing grunt
work on other production sets and learning set
etiquette through his experiences.
“You can learn so much by doing that,” Kent
said. “It’s not as far as you think to get a production assistant job on a bigger production.”

“We offer classes for different age
groups teaching things like basic computer coding,” Blosser said. “We even
have dissection labs sometimes for the
kids.”
If dissecting crawfish doesn’t grab a
visitor’s attention, the art room might.
Children can use any of the room’s
supplies, which range from colorful
tapes to paints and markers. Smocks
and drying racks are available to help
little artists create their masterpieces.
Weekly art classes are also held in the
art room for children to work on specific, structured projects.
The museum is a nonprofit organization sustained by its admission
sales and fundraisers. The Harrisonburg-Rockingham County community
also plays a large role in ensuring that
children continue to learn while they
play. Local businesses, such as Classic
Kitchen & Bath and G & W Ambulance Inc., have donated supplies to
the museum. Kitchen & Bath installed
a realistic kitchen for the children to
play in, while G & W donated one of
its ambulances for children to climb in
and explore.
There are about 10 employees who
work at the museum, but community volunteers are the ones who truly
embody the grassroots feel of the
organization. The museum receives
volunteers ranging from JMU students
to resident senior citizens.
Freshman math major Molly Rowland started volunteering at the
museum this semester.
“I love the little kids,” Rowland said.
“They always have something funny
to say.”
The museum owners hope to expand
their floor plan upward in order to
have learning areas on all three floors
of the building. If these plans are carried out, the second floor will have a
“rock quarry” in reference to Harrisonburg’s “Rocktown” identity. The quarry
will have a rock climbing wall for children in addition to other rock-themed
activities. An airplane for children to
play in has also been donated to the
second floor.
To learn more about the Explore
More Discovery Museum or find out
how to volunteer, visit its website at
iexploremore.com.

CONTACT Julia Nelson at
nelso3jl@dukes.jmu.edu.

CONTACT Natalie Miller at
millernk@dukes.jmu.edu.

COURTESY OF WADE VANOVER

Producer Wade Vanover (left), actor Brian Lee Franklin and Oscar nominee David Strathairn discuss a scene in the short film, “Repeater,” which is
an adaptation of Chris Offutt’s short story “Target Practice.” The production team had a budget of between $10,000 and $15,000.
from front

media arts and design major, needed a writer for
his senior thesis project. Vanover was an English
major so he wrote Kent’s script. They needed a
company name and Lurid Pictures has stuck ever
since.
“Working in Harrisonburg is not always the
easiest thing because we don’t have a lot of the
traditional film resources,” Kent said.
There aren’t any big film equipment vendors or
places to test crew members in Harrisonburg, but
the advantage is that scenic locations to film are
available for next to nothing. They shoot mostly in
the Shenandoah Valley but try to avoid downtown
Harrisonburg so their sets don’t get repetitive.
After getting the company up and running,
Lurid Pictures started doing projects for the Super
Gr8 Film Festival in Harrisonburg, founded by
Tim Estep and Paul Somers.
“Tim was our first mentor who brought us into
the film world,” Kent said.
Lurid established its relationship with Estep
through a JMU film project for the Institute
for Innovation in Health and Human Services department. Kent and Vanover created an
interactive video series for Health Bites, a website designed to inform families about nutrition,
pregnancy and other health topics. Lurid Pictures
and Estep have maintained their relationship and
worked on projects together ever since.
“I think they’re successful because of their
work ethic,” Estep said. “They are constantly
pushing forward on projects.”
The creation of “Repeater” began two years
ago when Vanover began working on the script.
He read “Target Practice” by Chris Offutt in college and always had an interest in adapting it for a
script, but didn’t intend to actually make the film
when he started writing. However, Estep read it

and convinced Lurid Pictures to get the rights and
start planning out the process of filming.
“I told Wade that I thought the author would
really like the adaptation of the material,” Estep
said. “Chris Offutt was very receptive to having
his work adapted.”
After securing the rights to the film, which only
took a couple of months, Lurid Pictures raised
funding for the project through Indiegogo, a global fundraising website. They also received some
grants from sponsors such as Sunday Soup, an
organization that raises money for creative projects by hosting meals at an affordable price and
donating the income. The entire project cost
between $10,000 and $15,000, which is what the
average short film with big-name actors costs.

“We try to run our set the same
way a television or bigger
production company would.”
Wade Vanover

JMU alumnus (‘11), producer
and writer of “Repeater”

“It takes place in the mountains so we knew
we could film it around here on a minor budget,”
Vanover said. “It’s the biggest budget thing we’ve
produced but in the grand scheme of things, it
wasn’t expensive.”
The film only has three actors, one of whom
is Brian Lee Franklin. Franklin is an established
playwright and actor and was also Estep’s roommate in Los Angeles several years ago; he was also
Lurid Pictures’ connection to Strathairn.
“A lot of things had to align for it to work.

Caution:
Money Savings
Waived activity fee
Waived application fee
security deposit reduced to $150

Late to the housing game?

Come sign 2015-2016
with us! housing
410 Copper Beech Circle
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

(540) 438-0401
harrisonburg@cbeech.com
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Lacrosse (4-1)

Photos by Daniel Stein / THE BREEZE

Starting defender Lexi Cross (left) and starting goalkeeper Schylar Healy are both from Carroll County, Maryland, and played lacrosse together at Liberty High School in Eldersburg, Maryland.

Hometown sisters

Seniors Lexi Cross and Schylar Healy share a bond that began in middle school
By Peter cagno
The Breeze

I

t’s virtually impossible to articulate the strength
of the bond between the goalkeeper and the
defender in lacrosse. It’s perhaps the most important one on the field.
Senior goalkeeper Schylar Healy and senior defender
Lexi Cross have been developing that bond long before
their time with the Dukes. After playing together at Liberty High School in Eldersburg, Maryland, they decided
to take their talents to JMU in 2012.
Schylar had a bit of an advantage growing up in a
lacrosse-infused atmosphere. Pat Healy, her father,
played Division I lacrosse at the University of Baltimore
under legendary coach Richie Meade and was a major
influence on her picking up the sport.
“My dad was a lax rat,” Schylar said. “When I was in the
incubator as a baby I was holding a little wooden stick.”
When she was 5, Pat started Schylar off in T-ball to
develop her hand-eye coordination — something that
would pay off in her later years as a goalkeeper. Starting
in kindergarten, she later took after her father and made
the switch to goalkeeper in fifth grade.
“I always believed that there was no right way to play
goalie so I sent her all over the country to camps and
clinics to learn from the best in the game,” Pat said. “She
was always the smallest on any team she played for so
she played with a chip on her shoulder.”
Ultimately, those years of training culminated in
Schylar being named a starter in 11 of 13 games as a

freshman at JMU, and eventually becoming the Dukes’
go-to netminder.
While Schylar has lacrosse blood pumping through her
veins, Cross was a little late to the party. Primarily a softball player, Cross never really considered playing lacrosse
until being urged by a certain individual.
“She was a great athlete and tremendous softball
player,” Pat said. “You could tell she would excel on the
lacrosse field.”
The Baltimore area is a lacrosse hotbed. Cross and
Schylar hail from Carroll County, Maryland, where some
of the best players in the country come from.
Acknowledging this, Pat, who is good friends with
Cross’ father, Jeff Cross, mentioned to him that college scouts were coming to their high school to look for
lacrosse players, not softball players.
“I said, ‘Jeff, man, you need to get a stick in her hand,
she’ll be great,’” Pat said.
Cross started playing in seventh grade, where she
picked up the game effortlessly and went on to become
a two-year starter and earn All-Carroll County and AllChesapeake Conference honors in her sophomore, junior
and senior seasons.
Cross and Schylar also both played youth soccer
and then varsity field hockey together at Liberty. Their
on-field dynamic was different in field hockey though
because they both played midfield.
“Playing midfield together was nice because we got
to work together and that translated into our lacrosse
game,” Cross said.
Cross and Schylar each chose JMU for different

reasons — both of Cross’ parents went to JMU, where
her father was a student-athlete on the basketball team
from 1976-80.
Schylar chose JMU because of a different alumna. Amy
Roguski also went to Liberty and played lacrosse with
them from 2011-14.
“Hearing about her going to JMU is actually how I got
interested because she was a stellar athlete,” Schylar said.
The relationship that budded in middle school and
blossomed in high school would only continue to bloom
in college.
“Once we both made the decision to come here, it definitely brought us closer,” Cross said.
Both Cross and Schylar said that they would have never
imagined playing together in college when they first started playing alongside one another.
“It’s pretty wild — it’s a special relationship we can have
and it’s cool to see how much we’ve both progressed as
athletes from freshman year of high school all the way to
senior year of college,” Schylar said. “We’ve built a strong
relationship as goalie and defender over the years.”
Now, as they continue their final year at JMU, Cross and
Schylar look to keep it up with the rest of their teammates.
“We have a great group of girls that give it their all day
in and day out,” Cross said. “Hopefully it pays off.”
The No. 19-ranked Dukes, now 4-1 after Saturday’s
11-10 overtime win at No. 14-ranked Loyola University,
are set to travel to the University of Richmond on Friday
to take on the 2-3 Spiders.
Contact Peter Cagno at cagnopx@dukes.jmu.edu.

baseball (4-4)

Dukes split series with Bobcats
JMU finishes four-game set against Quinnipiac University with a 9-6 win on Sunday
By drew fagan
The Breeze

Mark Owen / The Breeze

Sophomore Ford Bradshaw tosses a pitch during Saturday’s 9-6 win over Quinnipiac University.

The JMU baseball team equalized its series with
the Bobcats of Quinnipiac University on Sunday
afternoon, toughing out a 9-6 victory.
The Dukes split the four-game series with the Bobcats 2-2 and tied their season-high for runs scored
in a game. Head coach Spanky McFarland credited
the win to the team’s depth and well-balanced roster.
“What we’re trying to do is just put people in
position[s] of strength … mix and match,” McFarland said.
JMU faced early trouble Sunday after Quinnipiac
took a 1-0 lead in the top of the second inning and
threatened to score more after loading the bases.
In his first career start, sophomore right-hander
Ford Bradshaw maintained composure and got out
of the jam, ending the inning with a strikeout and
leaving all three runners stranded.
He found his rhythm from there.
“Just keeping the ball low, that was the main
thing,” Bradshaw said. “I was kind of leaving it up
in the first inning, the next three or four I just kept
it low.”
The Dukes turned the heat up on offense in the
bottom of the second and never cooled off.
Junior catcher Bobby San Martin hit a two-out
triple and scored off an RBI single from freshman
centerfielder Adam Sisk. Freshman second baseman Kyle McPherson then blasted a pivotal two-run
home run, giving JMU a 3-1 lead.
“I was just looking for a pitch to drive and hit
it hard somewhere and I put a good swing on it,”
McPherson said.
JMU continued to tack on runs as the Bobcats
stayed stagnant.
Sophomore designated hitter Ky Parrott launched
a solo home run over the centerfield fence in the
bottom of the third inning, and redshirt junior third
baseman Kyle Weston followed with anP RBI single
to give the Dukes a 5-1 lead.
Weston’s bat continued to catch fire.

After a double-steal successfully moved Parrott
and redshirt junior shortstop Chad Carroll into
scoring position in the bottom of the fourth inning,
Weston cranked a bases-clearing triple, extending
the Dukes’ lead to 7-1.
The Bobcats fought back in the top of the sixth,
scoring two runs off Bradshaw. Sophomore lefthander Michael Evans entered the game in relief. He
cut the Quinnipiac threat short, dealing two of his
seven total strikeouts on the day to end the inning.
JMU added a couple insurance runs after a pass
ball and a bases loaded walk brought runners home
in the bottom of the seventh.
The visitors made a final push in the top of the
eighth, narrowing the score to 9-6. Evans, however,
continued his strong outing and retired the Bobcats
in the top of the ninth.
The win brought the Dukes to an even 4-4 record
on the season. It came at a crucial time after back-toback losses in a double-header on Saturday against
the Bobcats. JMU won the first game in the series 7-2
on Friday evening.
The Dukes hope Sunday’s game will act as a catalyst to their momentum, something that’s been
difficult to get going due to inclement weather cancelling games in the previous two weeks.
“Having that lull period of not playing for over a
week then having a couple games postponed or cancelled … it hurts [our game] a little bit, but I think
we’re starting to find our groove offensively,” Weston
said.
The Dukes’ 6-5 loss to Longwood University last
Wednesday particularly stands out in McFarland’s
mind. The team showed its inexperience, and he
said they “looked like [they] were just starting the
season over.”
Similar to his players, though, McFarland now
believes a rhythm is budding.
“We’re getting better,” McFarland said. “If we
can get the weather better now we’ll be all set.”
Contact Drew Fagan at
faganag@dukes.jmu.edu.
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From London, with rugby
Mark Lambourne brings expertise of the sport from Great Britain to JMU
By Andre Haboush
The Breeze

The title of “coach” of the Madison Rugby
Football Club doesn’t illustrate the entirety of
Mark Lambourne.
Born in East London, United Kingdom, Lambourne began playing rugby at age 11. During
his playing days, Lambourne played as a scrumhalf, and then moved up to the hooker position.
Lambourne attended the University of Kent
in southeast England as an undergraduate student and left with a physical education degree.
In 1982, he moved to the United States to attend
the University of California, Berkeley and earn
his master’s degree in physical education and
psychology. He also played varsity collegiate
rugby there.
“I was the captain of Cal Bears rugby team,
and in fact, that is where I am today [Saturday],
because they are honoring us,” Lambourne said
in a phone interview “It is our 30-year anniversary of the national championship team in 1985.”
Lambourne become captain of the team
in 1984, a year after winning his first national
championship. In fact, of the 34 championships
ever played, Cal has won 26 of them.
After receiving his master’s degree, Lambourne landed a job for a resort company, for
which he traveled frequently. While in San Francisco, California, Lambourne and his coaching
abilities helped revive the Olympic Club Rugby
program in 1991.
After sending the club up the ranks, Lambourne paved a sturdy coaching path. All the
while, he didn’t quit playing and competed for
a few club teams.
Eight years ago, Lambourne moved to Leesburg, Virginia. He began coaching at JMU four
years ago.
“When I came to Virginia, my son [played
in high school], and I started coaching the
high school team,” Lambourne said. “We won
a state championship playing in Virginia. My
daughter was going to James Madison and I
got approached by an alum … who asked me
if I would be interested in helping restart the
program, because the program had stopped
… So I came down, and I said initially I would
come down and help get it started, and I guess,
I stayed.”

proffitt & Fraser |

Double Take

Lambourne does a 250-mile roundtrip from JMU to Leesburg about three
times a week to go to games and practices. The two-hour drives don’t prevent
him from his passion. However he
also has a job in Europe, not just in
Washington.
His job as an investment consultant
requires him to travel back and forth to
Britain.
“This last year, I used to fly backwards
and forwards for games, and for practices,” Lambourne said. “I wasn’t at every
practice. I would do a week over in the
U.K., and a week back in Leesburg.”
Having a family and house in Leesburg, while also owning a house in
Chiswick, an area in Western London, can be expensive, but strong
support from his family, especially his
wife, allows him to juggle his job and
coaching.
Lambourne’s work throughout his life
has earned him respect from his players at JMU.
“Regardless of how much he travels
and all that, we are always willing to put
our hearts, not just for him, but for each
other,” Evan Larson, club president and
senior international business major,
said. “It goes to embody the dedication
that everyone on the team should have.”
Breeze File Photo
For senior economics and finance
double major Erik Carlson, the rela- Since Mark Lambourne started at JMU four years ago, the Dukes have won the Cardinals Championship three times.
tionship with Lambourne goes back to
high school.
start somewhere, we started obviously by getting whole program around, the way the players look
“[Lambourne] was actually my high school a group of young men together.”
at it, the way the coaches look at it, the way the
coach,” Carlson, the club’s captain and treasurer,
Over the past three years the club has won the school looks at it, more importantly.”
said. “When I was attending high school, I won a qualified for regionals and won the Cardinals
Lambourne has been a winner throughout his
Virginia state championship. When I came here, Championship. The past two season the team life. His will sends a powerful and inspiring meshe recruited me to play collegiate rugby, so he is has also qualified for nationals.
sage to his players.
“He is hard working, never gives up on anyalmost kind of like a father figure, just because
Lambourne will still coach, but he’s put more
he had been there for six or seven years. He’s a attention on directing the program and making thing and … he doesn’t give up on us,” Larson
great guy.”
it bigger and better with the ultimate dream of said. “[He] makes the commitment to get
While Lambourne isn’t the founding father having a varsity team. Until then, the current all the way down here every single week. If I
of JMU rugby, he did lay down the foundation seniors join his vision of Madison Rugby Foot- could have the work ethic and the determination that he has, and I tried to up that forward
for success.
ball Club.
“We started something at James Madison,”
“This team was nothing without Mark Lam- in my life, then I’d be a very happy person.”
Lambourne said. “Four years ago, we said that bourne before he came in,” Chris Kunkel, a senior
we were going to start a rugby program. I sug- health studies and exercise science in kinesiol- Contact Andre Haboush at
gested, when you build a program, you got to ogy double major, said. “He’s just changed this habousaw@dukes.jmu.edu.

Order on the court

Court storming is vital to the game’s spirit
By Stephen Proffitt
The Breeze

I’m amid 20,000 peers clad in my
school’s colors and our basketball team
is five seconds away from upsetting the
No. 1 team in the land. I’m getting on
that court.
Court storming is what I envision as
the hair rises on my
arms during college
basketball daydreams.
Almost two years
ago I wrote a column
for The Breeze
discussing the annual
debate of court
storming in which I
compared it to the Keystone XL pipeline
protest I had attended the weekend
prior. I discussed how the issue should
be based on democracy.
“The people have spoken and court
storming is what democracy looks like,”
I wrote.
A year later, the pipeline passed in
Congress, but was vetoed by President
Obama last week. In two very distant
issues, one made progress (pipeline)
while the other (court storming)
remains a laughable public service
announcement for sports roundtables to
fill airtime with.
Look, we’re filling paper space
discussing it. As the regular season
advances into the late days of February,
tensions are high and upsets crumble
team’s seasons. Fans need an outlet

for relieving this tension brought on by
emotional contests.
I’d much rather see thousands of
students bum rush the court for a grand
total of 10 minutes, expounding their
energy and tension before reentering
normal society just outside an arena’s
entrance.
You have to pick your battles.
Capitulating to angsty students wanting
to run into a Berlin Wall of their friends
at mid court saves outside troubles. To
be honest, it’s a challenging topic to
discuss.
Kansas State University fans created a
video mocking the art of court storming
after Kansas University head coach Bill
Self complained when Kansas State fans
stormed the court following last week’s
70-63 win over the Jayhawks.
Junior Kansas forward Jamari Traylor
was bumped into by a Kansas State fan
during the celebration and Kansas State
police issued the fan a citation.
Banning court storming in college
basketball would be like outlawing
moshing at hardcore music shows — it
simply doesn’t make sense. It’s a vital
facet of the game’s spiritual health.
I cut behind the overweight security
guard donning the highlighter-yellow
security shirt and I’m on the floor celebrating my school’s monumental upset
among all of my classmates. That beats a
night on Devon Lane any given day.
Contact Stephen Proffitt
at proffittjs@gmail.com.

Let the fans be fans, don’t take it away from them

By Ryan Fraser
The Breeze

I’m excited this week because I have no
idea where Stephen stands on this issue.
Usually I can take a stab on where he leans,
but here it’s going to be one extreme or the
other because that’s how he always is.
As for me, I’d call myself a pro-court
stormer. I’m all for it.
I’ve done it twice in my
life; at the JMU women’s
NIT semifinal win over
Syracuse in 2012 and the
men’s CAA championship
game in 2013. Both were
fantastic experiences, and,
not to be cliché, moments
that I won’t forget. I can only imagine the
feeling being tenfold when beating a top 10
team.
I think that the actions from earlier this
month are being blown out proportion. A
few students at the Kansas-Kansas State
game don’t reflect what happens 99 percent
of the time and rules should not be put in
place because of it. Coach K, the “victim”
of many court stormings, makes the case
for player and coach safety with which I
wholeheartedly agree. In response to that
though, just put security in place and have
a plan. If you’re playing a top-ranked team
you should know the risk is there and just
put in that contingency.
But to all the blowhards out there saying
this is ruining the sanctity of the game —
shut up. Court storming is one of the things
that makes a college basketball game great.

It gives the opportunity for students to
celebrate a hard-fought victory with their
team. It’s one of those feelings you get in
the crowd looking at the people around you
and thinking, “This is it, we are storming
the court.” Just look at the Indiana storming
against Kentucky for example and tell me
that anybody not wearing a blue jersey
didn’t enjoy that experience.
With all that being said however; one
shouldn’t be storming the court after every
single win. But I feel like there aren’t any
rules that can be put into place deeming
it worthy of a court storming because
sometimes you just have to storm a court.
I have some guidelines that a fan base can
follow on if they should storm a court. Any
of which can be broken at any point if the
moment is right.
One is that the team should be ranked or a
rival. However, that idea can be put to place
if the game is won a buzzer beater. Also if
you’re a team with a rich history then court
stormings should be highly discouraged.
The most important rule in regard to court
stormings — don’t regulate it because only
that crowd knows the atmosphere. If you’re
sitting in Bristol, Connecticut (ESPN headquarters) or your living room couch, don’t
judge these fans. These fans for the most part
have four years to experience a great college basketball victory and share the jubilee
of that rush of storming the court. Don’t take
it away from them. Let the fans be fans and
show appreciation for their team and school.
Contact Ryan Fraser at
fraserrc@dukes.jmu.edu.

MBB | Dalembert: ‘We don’t worry about the standings ... We play to win.’
front front

loss would move JMU up to the third seed. Though, Northeastern
did successfully wrap up its season with a 65-56 victory.
Tribe and Seahawks lose, while JMU and Northeastern win.
And we’re left with what? For the first time ever in CAA history, a four-way tie for the regular season title with William & Mary,
UNCW, Northeastern and JMU.
With all of this bizarre action now accounted for, it should be said
that, anticlimactically, the seedings experienced far less excitement
than Saturday’s box scores.
William & Mary keeps the first place seed, having the tiebreaker over UNCW. UNCW takes second owning the tiebreaker over
Northeastern. Northeastern finishes third as JMU went 0-6 against
the aforementioned three schools.
The JMU women’s basketball team (23-3, 16-1 CAA) clinched its
regular season title on Friday with a win over Northeastern University, meaning that JMU’s men’s and women’s basketball teams
will both finish in first place in the CAA for the first time since the
1990-91 season.
“We don’t worry about the standings,” sophomore forward
Yohanny Dalembert said. “We never talk about it. That’s not what
we play for. We play to win.”
While Dalembert and company may not worry about the

standings, they played an imperative role in how next weekend
will unfold.
With little to no automatic bids for the CAA annually into the
NCAA tournament, a seed and trajectory of opponents throughout
the conference tournament can make or break a team.
The seedings are decided from regular season performance, thus,
standings can be pretty important.
Now, No. 4-seeded JMU will face No. 5 Hofstra Saturday at 2:30
p.m. in Baltimore in the quarterfinals of the CAA tournament.
“I think we’ve improved a lot since conference play started,”
Dalembert said. “I think the team has grown a lot. Everyone has
matured. Joey McLean obviously is a big impact to this team so is
Dimitrije [Cabarkapa]. These guys come in the second half of the
season, playing like they’re playing right now is a pretty good thing.”
The Dukes swept the two-game season series with Hofstra, the
fifth team JMU swept in conference play. Dalembert denied that
the wins would give them a mental edge Saturday.
“It certainly puts a little more doubt in their mind,” Brady said. “I
think the run they made in the second half probably helps them. It
would’ve been better to finish that. They’re too good, too talented
to be put away early. I think it’s significant that we got two wins
against this team.”
Junior guard Ron Curry finished Saturday with perhaps his
most well-rounded game of the season: 20 points, 11 assists and

five rebounds. It was his first career double-double. Sophomore
guard Jackson Kent added 20 points and Dalembert had 14.
Next weekend’s tournament looks to be wide open, per usual.
The winner of the JMU/Hofstra game will play either William &
Mary or the winner of the Towson/Elon game in the semifinals on
Sunday afternoon.
“That’s why we’re playing basketball, we’re playing to win,”
Dalembert said. “We don’t ever think that somebody’s going to
beat us. We had some tough losses against opponents in our conference, but next weekend it doesn’t matter.”
The Dukes (19-12, 12-6 CAA) came a long way from the early
days of winter where Andre Nation was dismissed from the team
and they couldn’t find a winning formula against the top half of
the conference. A three-game win streak in next weekend’s CAA
tournament puts JMU into the field of 68 for the NCAA tournament.
“I think today’s another example of the great job Matt Brady
has done,” Hofstra head coach Joe Mihalich said. “To do what he
did, he had to make a very big decision with a guy who’s as talented as anybody who has ever played in this league and he did
what he did. To win all of the games he’s won, there’s a lot of guys
who could be coach of the year, he’s certainly one of them. It’s
amazing what he did with this team.”
Contact Stephen Proffitt at proffittjs@gmail.com.
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LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

Accepting Donations of:
Clothing • Household Items
Furniture • Books

LIKE US

Donation Hours:
Monday – Saturday, 10-4

LIKE US

To arrange pick-up of furniture or
other large items, please call:
(540) 327-0402

182 Neff Avenue • Harrisonburg
(540) 217-0337
blueridgehospice.org

LIKE US

Tech Support Inc.
Crack Screen & Computer Repair

540.435.1170
iPhone 5s/5c
iPhone 5
iPhone 4/4s
Virus Removal
Laptop Repair
Mac Repair

LIKE US

$100
$90
$60
$100

LIKE US

▬►
5% DISCOUNT FOR JMU STUDENTS
Hours

Mon-Sat 10am-8pm
Sun
Appointment Only

www.agiletechsupport.com
LIKE US
117A South Carlton Street
Harrisonburg, Va 22801
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TO GET MORE
OF THE BREEZE
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READ IT

TODAY.
New to JMU?
Find all kinds of articles and resources
to get yourself ready for an amazing
experience here at JMU!

breezejmu.org

SPACES
GOING
FAST FOR
FALL
2015

SAVE

$150
WITH REDUCED FEES

YOU’RE GOING
TO LOVE
IT HERE
Shop Every Day

S O U T H V I E WJ M . C O M

TheValleyMall.com

1070 Lois Lane • 540.432.0600

Facebook.com/shopvalleymall

Fees subject to change. Limited time only. See office for details.

